Minutes of Emmett Township Planning Commission

March 18, 2013

Chairman Mueller called the meeting to order at 7:04 pm. Roll call taken with Mueller, Korotko,
Reliford, Scott and Dumas present.

Dumas read the February minutes for the regular meeting. Reliford made a motion to accept the
minutes as read. Scott seconds the motion. With all in favor, motion carried.

Mueller received information from the St. Clair County Metropolitan Planning Commission that
Michigan Supreme court has ruled that Medical Marijuana dispensaries are illegal in the State of
Michigan.

Resident Chad Dumas presented electronic copies of all master plan and additional maps to the
planning commission. There are 6 files of maps that anyone can edit. The planning commission
reviewed the potential zoning map and resident Dumas will make a fully blank map that the
planning commission can use in the future. Map files are too large to email but he will try to
reduce the file sizes. They can be burned to a CD.

Dumas stated that the next step on amending the Future Land Use Map is to wait for an official
response for the township board of trustees.

Planning commission has a draft of a checklist for site plan review. This is used to guide the
planning commission thru the process. Dumas will type up a draft using sections 13.04 and 13.05
for next meeting. Also, print off only section 13.03 to be attached to the site plan application for
applicant information.

Planning commission members will contact the township clerk if interested in attending the St.
Clair County Metropolitan Planning Workshops. Mueller, Dumas and Reliford will be attending.
Other members will check their calendars. Dumas will forward the workshop information to
Powers and Darga.

Lynn Township has responded to our letter and submitted an email address where documents can
be sent for master plan review and update.

Mueller asked for any other new business. Dumas stated that St. Clair County Metropolitan
Planning Commission would try to crack the code to the master plan that is a read only
document. The township ordinance book is almost complete with the exception to one page that
is not scanning properly. Mueller will scan the page and email to Dumas. Dumas also found a
copy of the Site Plan Application. Mueller asked to have the Site Plan Application and Check
List added to the next agenda. This is something that needs to be completed to help the planning
commission review site plan appropriately.

Mueller asked for matters pertaining to the general public.

Resident Danee Popovski presented a future business in the old “Hull’s” building on
Bryce Road. He resides at Sheridan & Foley Roads of Emmett Township and wishes to
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put a commercial business of power sports, classic car restoration, machine shop work for
custom fabrication of parts and custom engines. Popovski gave a letter of intent, sketch of
the buildings intention and information of powder coating.

Supervisor Trombley stated before any remark from the planning commission that “I will
tell you right now that the township will not have the cost of court fees and lawyers for
this non commercial property. The township has no intention of contesting the non-
conforming use of the property. They pay commercial taxes and the township has no
intension of going thru court fees.” Resident Chad Dumas asked Supervisor Trombley if
he was speaking as a resident of Emmett Township or supervisor. Supervisor Trombley
stated that he was speaking as a resident who knows the supervisor very well.

Resident Popovski continued to say that the driveways will be separate. Dumas inquired
about the powder coating. Popovski showed samples of the power coated parts and
explained the process. The powder coating is used for repair and custom fabrication for
existing vehicles. It will not be used as production intent process. The planning
commission firmly believes this is a commercial not industrial business. Popovski also
restated that he has no industrial intent.

Mueller asked Dumas to copy a Site Plan Application, article 9 and article 13 to help the
residents. He stated that we need more information of setbacks from property lines.

Korotko asked resident Popovski if there was sufficient room for an engineered septic
field. The reply was that he believes there is ample space. After a short discussion
Reliford recommended that Popovski contact environmental health about a septic system.
Supervisor Trombley disagreed and stated that the septic can be shared.

Mueller asked about the intent of the Hull’s sign. Popovski intends on cleaning up and
using the old sign. Mueller asked Dumas to copy the sign ordinances for Popovski.
Dumas stated that she will email them a new version of the sign ordinances since she has
not reprinted the pages including the new sign ordinances that were recently passed.
Supervisor Trombley firmly stated that it is an existing sign.

Dumas informed resident Popovski and Jayer (Owner of Hull’s property) that the Emmett
Township Planning Commission is working on updating the future land use map which
will make the property commercial. Currently, the property is non-conforming
commercial from a business that has not been in operation for over a year. Supervisor
Trombley stated, “It is not for us to judge if the business is not in operation. Maybe the
owner is selling bread from this location.” Dumas informed Supervisor Trombley that if
the original business of auto is not in use for over a year then the non-conforming
property goes back to the proper classification. Even though the resident is paying for
commercial property, the property should have been put back to residential. The resident
should go to the Emmett Township hall and talk to the clerk to get a field sheet. Check
the field sheet for anything that doesn’t apply to the property. Dumas’ highly
recommends that every property owner checks their field sheet every 5 years. Supervisor
Trombley stated again that this is a commercial property. Resident Dumas stated that he
would like to see a business come in but because it is non-conforming it would be best to
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follow proper procedures so the county would okay this with no trouble. The last thing
we want is for the resident to spend time and money on something that may be drawn
into question at the county level. He referenced the Zwernik land split as an example.

Mueller and Dumas reviewed the process of updating the master plan and stated that it
will be many months for the completion. We have to wait for official minutes for the
township, 42 day review and then open hearing. Dumas stated that the best way for these
residents to help, is to attend the public hearing. We need public comment.

Resident Popovski asked if he could work on cleaning up the building. The planning
commission firmly stated that he doesn’t need our permission to clean up the place. Feel
free to clean the place up and remember that township dump is coming up in May.
Mueller will research everything with St. Clair County Metropolitain Planning and the
item will be tabled until next meeting. The intension of the planning commission is to do
this the right way and to help resident Popovski.

No Correspondences.
Reliford moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:50 p.m. Scott seconds the motion. Motion carried.

Recording Secretary of the
Emmett Township Planning Commission,

Susann J. Dumas
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